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PN - H US6020974 A 20000201 [US6020974] 
TI - (A) Communicating apparatus 
PA - (A) MATSUSHITA ELECTRIC IND CO LTD ( JP) 
PA0 - Matsushita Electric Industrial Company, Ltd., [JP] 
IN - (A) KOTSUKI KUNIO (JP); EZATO MASAHIRO (JP); IMAHAYASHI 
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STG - (A) United States patent 

AB - In a communicating apparatus, telephone or directory application software can be 
automatically initiated in a personal computer. An off-hook detecting unit of the 
apparatus continuously makes a check to determine whether or not an external 
telephone is set to an off-hook state. If this is the case, the off-hook detecting unit 
sends off-hook information via a serial interface to the computer. An application 
initiation request unit of the computer monitors the serial interface. Having 
recognized an off-hook state of telephone in accordance with the off-hook 
information, the request unit automatically initiates the directory application 
software. 
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